
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Phil Brooks, KA1PXZ, Chief of NEAR-Fest, is pleased to announce that, effective 
October 4th, 2024, the New England Amateur Radio Festival, known as NEAR-Fest, will 
be held at the Hillsborough County Agricultural Society Fairgrounds and Youth Center 
located at New Boston NH, approximately 15 miles west of Manchester.
The reason for the permanent change in venue is due to ongoing scheduling conflicts 
with other events at the Deerfield (NH) Fairgrounds, NEAR-Fest’s home for the past 
eighteen years.
The hard decision to move the popular New England hamfest was taken by a 
unanimous vote of NEAR-Fest’s Board of Directors on May 17th, 2024.
In endorsing the decision NEAR-Fest’s Benevolent Dictator Emeritus, Michael Crestohl, 
W1RC, aka “Mister Mike” commented: “This was inevitable. The Deerfield Fairgrounds 
is becoming more and more popular with exhibitors and, as a designated agricultural 
fairgrounds, they have to give priority to agricultural events. We had a fabulous 
eighteen-year run. I am confident that Phil and Kelley, along with their team, will take 
NEAR-Fest forward at our new location for many years to come.”
Other than the location nothing else will change. It is still the same NEAR-Fest we have 
all known and loved since 2007!
NEAR-Fest XXXVI will be held Friday October 4th and Saturday October 5th, 2024 at 
the Hillsborough County Agricultural Society Fairgrounds, located at 17 Hilldale Lane, 
(Route 13) New Boston NH. GPS Coordinates 42.9842430, -71.6793460.
See you there!

Mr Mike W1RC
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